International Comparisons of Population Level Health and Medical Care Systems

Paper due: __________
In this project, each student will choose one country from the list below.  Most of these countries are industrialized democracies, the rest are notable for their population size or other reasons to be discussed.
For all countries underscored later in these guidelines, your report will contain at least the following statistics:

· life expectancy

· infant mortality

· number of people per physician

· health spending as share of GDP (%)

· total spending on health care ($US)

· per capita income (expressed as purchasing power parity $PPP)

· income inequality (Gini coefficient)

Report the data in a summary table, with countries listed as rows on the sheet, and the statistics as column headings.  Your source should be the 2007 UNDP Human Development Report.  Come up with a ranking for each of the first three health statistics for all of the countries, with a “1” being the best value, and a “2” being the second best value, and so on.  If two countries have a tie, make their rankings an average of the two ranks (for example, if two countries are tied for third, then rank each one as 3.5 for that particular value, and then the next country after them would have a “5” ranking for the next best value).  Do not rank the variable “health spending as share of GDP (%)”, because interpretation of this is not straight forward.
Then in a final data column, add up the rankings for each country and divide by the number of health variables ranked (3).  This will give you an overall rating for each country.

The core of your report will focus on three inter-related areas:

1) A summary and discussion of how your country compares in its key statistics with a) other countries of similar income, and b) with countries of very different income.
2) An in-depth description of the health care system of the country.  As a minimum, your report should include a) the degree to which health care and/or insurance is provided to all, as opposed to having significant numbers of people without insurance and/or health care access, b) who pays for the health care, c) the degree of choice that individuals have in seeking providers d) the degree of satisfaction that people in the country have with the system (consider looking up comparative survey data – at least for the developed countries).  Include an historical description as to how the health care system of the country developed over time – this part should be at least a few paragraphs in length.
3) How specifically the country compares in the basic health statistics, and especially the health care system attributes, with the United States.
You are encouraged to add any other detail that you find interesting that is related to the country and topic in general.

List of countries to choose from:  United States, Canada, Britain, Germany, Sweden, Japan, Costa Rica, Norway, France, Mexico, and China.  If more students sign up than I have anticipated, there will be additional choices.
Please write up your paper in a scholarly manner, with in-text citations and a bibliography of sources at the end.  Students taking the course for graduate credit will do two papers on two countries.  Submit a written copy to me and also an electronic copy to mcgladm@wou.edu.  Each student will give a 10 minute report in class on their findings.  I will post papers online in the course website at www.wou.edu/~mcgladm  All reports should be in 12 point Times New Roman Font and 1.5 line spaced, with 1” margins.
